PARISHES IN PARTNERSHIP *

St. Mary’s Maffra [Newry & Dargo]

St. Michael’s Heyfield-Cowwarr
Phone: 03 5147 1921 email: Maffra@cdsale.org.au
Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs - 10am-4.00pm.

For Emergencies: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sale, Phone 5144 4100

Diocesan website: https://www.cdsale.org.au/

Palm Sunday- Year C — 13" April, 2025

PARISH PRIEST:

Fr. Edwin Ogbuka

Email: edwinogbuka@gmail.com
0469 733 929

PARISH SECRETARY:

Willie Schoenmaekers

Email: Maffra@cdsale.org.au
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WEEKEND MASSES: Heyfield

Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
1st& 3 Sunday Cowwarr: 11.00am
WEEKEND MASSES: Maffra

Sunday: 9.00am
2nd & 4t Sunday - Newry: 11.00am
5t Sunday — Dargo 12.Noon
WEEKDAY MASSES

HEYFIELD

Tuesday: 9.30am
MAFFRA

Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 9.30am
Thursday 5.30pm

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION: Maffra
Wednesday: After 9.30am Mass

DAILY EXPOSITION: Maffra —
Friday, Saturday — 8.20am — 9.20am
followed by Mass

RECONCILIATION:

MAFFRA

Any time by request

HEYFIELD:

Saturday: Before Mass 5.20pm

OR any other time by request
BAPTISMS:
During or After the Vigil / Sunday Mass

MARRIAGE:
At least six months’ notice requested.

PARISH SCHOOLS

ST. MICHAEL’S HEYFIELD
Principal: Shane Fyfe
Davis St. Heyfield - 3858
Phone: 5148 2514

ST. MARY’S MAFFRA
Principal: Julian Blackford
4-12 Duke St. Maffra - 3860
Phone: 5147 1334

Catholic Care: 1800 522 076

1800 015 188
facebook/dioceseofsale

Safe Steps:
Facebook:

PALM SUNDAY, HOLY WEEK AND SERVICES / ACTIVITIES 2025
2ND RITE OF CONFESSION
Wednesday 16th April @ 6pm St. Mary’s Maffra.

HOLY THURSDAY — 17th April
7:30 pm @ St. Mary’s Maffra Adoration until 9:30 pm

GOOD FRIDAY —=18th April

10.00am Stations of the Cross @ St Michael’s Heyfield

10.00am Stations of the Cross @ St. Mary’s Maffra

10:30am Stations of the Cross @ St. Ita’s Newry

3 pm Good Friday Solemn Liturgy @ St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Maffra

EASTER VIGIL — 19th April
5.30 Easter Mass @ St Michael’s Heyfield
7:30 pm @ St. Mary’s Catholic Church Maffra

EASTER SUNDAY — 20th April
9:00 am Mass @ St. Mary’s Maffra
11am @ St. Brigid’s Cowwarr

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY VIGIL — 26th April

6.00pm Mass @ St Michael’s Heyfield and will include the
Blessing of Divine Mercy images. Confession will be available at
5:45pm

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY — 27th April

9.00am Mass @ St Mary’s Maffra will include Blessing of Divine
Mercy images

2:30pm Holy Hour @ St Mary’s Maffra - to include Confession &
Benediction and recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet

Please bring your Divine Mercy images to Mass on Divine Mercy
Vigil /Divine Mercy Sunday, if you would like Fr Edwin to bless
them.

»¥, CHRISMMASS

Joun Bishop Greg Beanet and the
Clergy of our Diocese
at St Mary's Cathedral, Sale
oo Tuesday, 15¢h April 2025
at 11.00 am,

YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CELEERATION

Parish Fund Raiser - A Volunteer is needed in Maffra to take the
fund raising Cans to the collection centre and bring the money
raised back to the office if you are able to help out please contact
Willie on 0429 140 362. The money raised goes to help with the
up keep of the Church every little bit helps. Thank you.


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:Maffra@cdsale.org.au

MEETINGS AND EVENTS:-
Parish Luncheon Monday 5%
May 2025, at the Sporting Club
Maffra 12noon. RSVP a Must,
please ring 51471867 or
0438471867 for bookings.
All Welcome!
The evening meals on Monday 5"
May 2025, 6pm at the Sporting Club
Maffra.
Contact details 0408057413.
All welcome.
The parish Luncheon and Dinner is a
monthly event who meet for
fellowship as a parish community,
they meet on the 15t Monday of every
month. RSVP is essential.
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Parish Fund Raiser

e 4- ¥ CAN AND
BOTTLE
COLLECTION
(NO COFFEE
CUPS OR
CARDBOARD):
Thanks to all who are bringing cans
for collection. Please deposit cans
and bottles into the bins. Please don’t
leave plastic bags next to the bins or
bottles and cans in plastic bags. Cans
and bottles don’t need to be sorted,
the machine at the collection point
sorts everything including crushed
cans. We have collected $1000 to
date. Thank you for supporting.

For sale in our Piety Stall are
the St Mary’s Church
Centenary booklet for $10,
rosary beads, medals, cards
and Sacramental gifts
available.

Holy Week Helper Sheets are now
at the back of the Church for your
consideration and completion.
There are many roles to be filled
during Holy week and vyour
assistance in being involved
would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

Each weekend until Easter we
will have a fund raiser with
homemade baked goods, after
9am Sunday Mass in Maffra for
Caritas. This weekend there is for
Cake in amug $3 each. Thank you
for your support last week $90
was raised. Palm Sunday is the
last weekend for this fund raiser.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE DEAD:-
Anniversaries:

Therese Hunter, Peter Duggan,
Jack Allman, Catherine McMahon,
Bruno Furjan, Monica Justice,
Myrtle Morgan, Karl Wozniak, Maria
Topilnicki, Josephine Colman, Rose
Gotts, Edward Allman, Walburga
Paszkowski, Maria Nicolaci, Tom
Gannon, Kevin O'Neil, Kevin
Coleman, James (Jim) Beha.

Frs. Terry Hammond, Michael
Nelan, Wilfred Pooley, Daniel
Horan, Harry Verbruggen, Richard
Buckley, John McCormack, John
McCann.

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES/
ADORATION/RECONCILIATION/
ROSARY

Monday 14™ Apr: No Mass. Maffra. No
Adoration. (St. Lidwina, St Abraham
the Hermit)

Tuesday 15" Apr:  Heyfield 9.30am.
Mass / Maffra Rosary 2pm (St Hunna,
St Taternus of Wales)

Wed. 16" Apr: Maffra, Mass 9.30am.,
Adoration after Mass. 2" Rite
Reconciliation at 6pm in Maffra. (St.
Bernadette of Loudes, St Benedict
Joseph Labre)

Holy Thursday 17™ Apr: Maffra-, Mass

Care for the Sick: If you know of
anyone who is unable to get to
Mass and would like the Eucharist
brought to them, please advise us
on 5147 1921.

We pray for ALL who suffer (at

present) in body, mind or spirit:

Christine  Schoenmaekers, Dick
Moulton, Hilding Fjellner, Jim and
Cathy Allman, Tim Daly, Gary
Goddard, Pat Coloe, Dominic
Simm, Margaret Trew, Rose
Woodhouse, Linda Allman, Marge
Canny, Coral Justice, Julie Frew,
Peter Smyth, Fr. Brian O’Connor,
Lyn McLindin, Ann Martin, and all
those who seek our prayers.

WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH
Any children, young persons and
vulnerable adults have a right to
feel safe and be safe. If you are
concerned about any form of
abuse, or believe that someone s
at significant risk, you should
immediately raise your concerns
with  one of our Parish
Safeguarding Officers. Contact
Via the Parish Office: 03 5147
1921.

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS
ST. MARY’s: Steve McAnulty
ST. MICHAEL’S: Ed O’Brien

WEEKLY COLLECTION
PRESBYTERY: $631
ST.MARY'SPG: $ 204
ST. MICHAEL'S PG: $ 110

7.30pm _Adoration till 9.30pm. (St.
Donan)

Good _Friday 18" Apr: Maffra- No
morning Mass - Stations of the
Cross. Please check front page.
3 pm Good Friday Solemn Liturgy @
St. Mary’s Maffra (St. Apollonius)

Easter Saturday 19" Apr: Maffra- No
morning Mass. Easter Vigil please
check front page. (St Leo IX, t.
Expeditus)

Anointing Mass 1% Friday of each
Month at Stretton Park please check
on arrival where the Mass will be
celebrated. Mass will start at 11am
everyone is welcome. Please come
and support our sick and elderly.

ECUMENICAL

PRAYER

SERVICES

STRETTON

PARK/MCDONALD

WING: 1st week of

the month please consider attending to

support the elderly. For details, contact
Trish 0428471621

COMBINED CHURCHES:
Mary Hartwig 0431408336

Contact

MenAlive — MENS FELLOWSHIP AND
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION: Contact
John Cooney 51489220

DO YOU HAVE A NOTICE FOR THE
BULLETIN? Let the office know by
Wednesday the week prior. 51471921



LITURGY:

READER
CHURCH CLEANING

MAFFRA PARISH LITURGICAL ROSTER (APRIL)

HEYFIELD PARISH LITURGICAL ROSTER (APRIL)

Sun: 20"
READER: Sun. 20"
COMMENTATOR: Sun. 20"
EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTER Sun. 20"
COMPUTER: Sun. 20"
COLLECTORS: Sun. 20"
ALTAR SERVERS: Sun. 20"
FLORISTS: Sun. 20"
SACRISTANS: Sun. 20"
HOLY VESSELS: Month Of APRIL
READER: Sat. 19"
FLORISTS: Sat 19"
ALTAR LINEN - MONTH OF APRIL

ST BRIGID’S COWWARR
Sun. 20"

MONTH OF APRIL

~

Office

Pat Fogarty

Kevin Kierce

Michael Dillon

Mary Fjellner

Nick Munro and Someone.

N/A

No Flowers During Lent
Sylvia Neaves & Pauline Phelan
Donna Sebastian

George Bogusz

No Flowers During Lent
Carmel Pittari

(APRIL)

N/A

N/A

/

PERSONAL ORDINARIATE MASSES
COWWARR: ST BRIGIDS'
MONDAY: 9.00AM

TUESDAY: 6.00PM

WEDNESDAY: 10.00AM
THURSDAY: 10.00AM

FRIDAY: 6.00PM

SATURDAY: 10.00AM

SUNDAY: 9.30AM

MIRBOO NORTH: ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 2ND

SUNDAY OF THE MONTH: 4.00PM

4TH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH: 4.00PM

CONFESSION: BEFORE EACH MASS

ANY ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT:

FR KEN CLARK EV

GIPPSLAND ORDINARIATE

13 CHURCH STREET

COWWARR, VIC 3857

TEL: 0403383873

BLOG:
HTTPS://GIPPSLANDORDINARIATE.WORDPRESS.COM
Popes Monthly prayer intention - April:

For the use of the new technologies:

Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will
not replace human relationships, will respect the
dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises
of our times.

Start your day right with
trusted news you can use!

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SUBSCRIBE
TO THE DAILY NEWSLETTER

&9 CathNews.

Stay Updated on Diocesan Events!

There are many exciting events happening across our
Diocese! Stay informed and up to date by visiting the
Diocesan Events Page. It's a great resource to find details
on upcoming celebrations, gatherings, and important
dates. Visit: https://www.cdsale.org.au/events

Check in regularly so you don’t miss out!

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2025

!,efl us journey together

IN HOPE

Are e reiby oo 0 jeurmey, o ore we
Misrefing e red by Nopwiessess”

“Thanks to God's love
we are sustained in the hope that does not disappoint”

COMMEMORATION OF THE LORD'S ENTRANCE INTO
JERUSALEM

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord”

Year C

¥ A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke. 19: 28-40

Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany at the
place called the mount that is called Olivet, he sent
two of the disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village
opposite, whereon entering you will find a colt tied,
on which no one has ever yet sat; untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?”
you shall say this, “The Lord has need of it”. So
those who were sent went away and found it as he
had told them. And as they were untying the colt, its
owners said to them, ‘Why are you untying the
colt?” And they said, ‘The Lord has need of it'.

And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their



https://gippslandordinariate.wordpress.com/

garments on the colt they set Jesus upon it. And as
he rode along, they spread their garments on the
road. As he was now drawing near, at the descent of
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works that they had
seen, saying, ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the multitude
said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples’. He
answered, ‘| tell you, if these were silent, the very
stones would cry out’.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into
the city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their
hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice
cried out: * Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who
have come in your abundant mercy! O gates, lift high your
heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king
of glory! Who is this king of glory? He, the Lord of hosts,
he is the king of glory. * Hosanna in the highest! Blessed
are you, who have come in your abundant mercy!.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-7

| did not cover my face against insult and | know | will not
be ashamed.

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that | may
know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with
speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like
a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, |
made no resistance, neither did | turn away. | offered my
back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore
at my beard; | did not cover my face against insult and
spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that | am untouched
by the insults. So, too, | set my face like flint; | know | shall
not be shamed.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
1. All who see me deride me. They curl their lips, they toss
their heads. ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; let
him release him if this is his friend.” (R.)

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the wicked
beset me. They tear holes in my hands and my feet. | can
count every one of my bones. (R.)

3. They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots for
my robe. O Lord, do not leave me alone, my strength,
make haste to help me! (R.)

4. | will tell of your name to my brethren and praise you
where they are assembled. ‘You who fear the Lord give
him praise; all sons of Jacob, give him glory. Revere him,
Israel’'s sons.’ (R.)

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:6-11

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised
him on high.

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his
equality with God but emptied himself to assume the
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being
as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave
him the name which is above all other names so that all
beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld,
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless
glory!

Christ became obedient for us even to death dying
on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and
gave him a name above all other names.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless

glory!

GOSPEL Luke 22:14 — 23:56

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
N When the hour came Jesus took his place at table,
and the apostles with him. And he said to them,

J | have longed to eat this passover with you before
| suffer; because, | tell you, | shall not eat it again until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

N Then, taking a cup, he gave thanks and said,

J Take this and share it among you, because from
now on, | tell you, | shall not drink wine until the kingdom
of God comes.

N Then he took some bread, and when he had given
thanks, broke it and gave it to them, saying,

J This is my body which will be given for you; do this
as a memorial of me.

N He did the same with the cup after supper, and
said,

J This cup is the new covenant in my blood which

will be poured out for you.

And yet, here with me on the table is the hand of the man
who betrays me. The Son of Man does indeed go to his
fate even as it has been decreed, but alas for that man by
whom he is betrayed!

N And they began to ask one another which of them
it could be who was to do this thing.

A dispute arose also between them about which should be
reckoned the greatest, but he said to them,

J Among pagans it is the kings who lord it over them,
and those who have authority over them are given the title
Benefactor. This must not happen with you. No; the
greatest among you must behave as if he were the
youngest, the leader as if he were the one who serves. For
who is the greater: the one at table or the one who serves?
The one at the table, surely? Yet here | am among you as
one who serves!

You are the men who have stood by me faithfully in my
trials; and now | confer a kingdom on you, just as my
Father conferred one on me: you will eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones to judge
the twelve tribes of Israel.

Simon, Simon! Satan, you must know, has got his wish to
sift you all like wheat; but | have prayed for you, Simon,
that your faith may not fail, and once you have recovered,
you in your turn must strengthen your brothers.

N He answered,

@) Lord, | would be ready to go to prison with you,
and to death.

N Jesus replied,

J | tell you, Peter, by the time the cock crows today

you will have denied three times that you know me.
N He said to them,

J When | sent you out without purse or haversack or
sandals, were you short of anything?

N They answered,

C No.

N He said to them,

J But now if you have a purse, take it: if you have a

haversack, do the same; if you have no sword, sell your
cloak and buy one, because | tell you these words of
scripture have to be fulfilled in me: He let himself be taken
for a criminal. Yes, what scripture says about me is even



now reaching its fulfilment.

N They said,

C Lord, there are two swords here now.

N He said to them,

J That is enough!

N He then left the upper room to make his way as
usual to the Mount of Olives, with the disciples following.
When they reached the place he said to them,

J Pray not to be put to the test.

N Then he withdrew from them, about a stone’s
throw away, and knelt down and prayed, saying,

J Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from
me. Nevertheless, let your will be done, not mine.

N Then an angel appeared to him coming from

heaven to give him strength. In his anguish he prayed even
more earnestly, and his sweat fell to the ground like great
drops of blood.

When he rose from prayer he went to the disciples and
found them sleeping for sheer grief. He said to them,

J Why are you asleep? Get up and pray not to be
put to the test.
N He was still speaking when a number of men

appeared, and at the head of them the man called Judas,
one of the Twelve, who went up to Jesus to kiss him. Jesus
said,

J Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a
kiss?

N His followers, seeing what was happening, said,
C Lord, shall we use our swords?

N And one of them struck out at the high priest’s
servant, and cut off his right ear. But at this Jesus spoke,
J Leave off! That will do!

N And touching the man’s ear he healed him.

Then Jesus spoke to the chief priests and captains of the
Temple guard and elders who had come for him. He said.
J Am | a brigand that you had to set out with swords
and clubs? When | was among you in the Temple day after
day you never moved to lay hands on me. But this is your
hour; this is the reign of darkness.

N They seized him then and led him away, and they
took him to the high priest’s house. Peter followed at a
distance. They had lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard
and Peter sat down among them, and as he was sitting
there by the blaze a servant-girl saw him, peered at him
and said,

@] This person was with him too.

N But he denied it, saying,

o Woman, | do not know him.

N Shortly afterwards, someone else saw him and
said,

O You are another of them.

N But Peter replied,

0] I am not, my friend.

N About an hour later another man insisted, saying,
0] This fellow was certainly with him. Why, he is a
Galilean.

N Peter said,

O My friend, | do not know what you are talking
about.

N At that instant, while he was still speaking, the

cock crew, and the Lord turned and looked straight at
Peter, and Peter remembered what the Lord had said to
him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will have disowned
me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.
Meanwhile the men who guarded Jesus were mocking and
beating him. They blindfolded him and questioned him,
saying,

C Play the prophet. Who hit you then?

N And they continued heaping insults on him.

When day broke there was a meeting of the elders of the
people, attended by the chief priests and scribes. He was
brought before their council, and they said to him,

C If you are the Christ, tell us,
N He replied,
J If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if | question

you, you will not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man
will be seated at the right hand of the Power of God.

N Then they all said,

C So you are the Son of God then?

N He answered,

J It is you who say | am.

N They said,

C What need of withesses have we now? We
have heard it for ourselves from his own lips.

N The whole assembly then rose, and they brought
him before Pilate. They began their accusation by saying,
C We found this man inciting our people to revolt,

opposing payment of tribute to Caesar, and claiming
to be Christ, a king.

Pilate put to him this question,

Are you the king of the Jews?

He replied,

It is you who say it.

Pilate then said to the chief priests and the crowd,
| find no case against this man.

But they persisted,

He is inflaming the people with his teaching all
over Judaea; it has come all the way from Galilee,
where he started, down to here.

N When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man were
a Galilean; and finding that he came under Herod’s
jurisdiction he passed him over to Herod who was also in
Jerusalem at that time.

Herod was delighted to see Jesus; he had heard about him
and had been wanting for a long time to set eyes on him;
moreover, he was hoping to see some miracle worked by
him. So he questioned him at some length; but without
getting any reply. Meanwhile the chief priests and the
scribes were there, violently pressing their accusations.
Then Herod, together with his guards, treated him with
contempt and made fun of him; he put a rich cloak on him
and sent him back to Pilate. And though Herod and Pilate
had been enemies before, they were reconciled that same
day.

Pilate then summoned the chief priests and the leading
men and the people. He said,

O You brought this man before me as a political
agitator. Now | have gone into the matter myself in your
presence and found no case against him. Nor has Herod
either, since he has sent him back to us. As you can see,
the man has done nothing that deserves death, so | shall
have him flogged and then let him go.
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N But as one man they howled,
C Away with him! Give us Barabbas!
N This man had been thrown into prison for causing

a riot in the city and for murder.
Pilate was anxious to set Jesus free and addressed them
again, but they shouted back.

C Crucify him! Crucify him!
N And for the third time he spoke to them,
@) Why? What harm has this man done? | have found

no case against him that deserves death, so | shall have
him punished and let him go.

N But they kept on shouting at the top of their voices,
demanding that he should be crucified, and their shouts
were growing louder.

Pilate then gave his verdict: their demand was to be
granted. He released the man they asked for, who had



been imprisoned for rioting and murder, and handed Jesus
over to them to deal with as they pleased.

As they were leading him away they seized on a man,
Simon from Cyrene, who was coming in from the country,
and made him shoulder the cross and carry it behind
Jesus. Large numbers of people followed him, and of
women too who mourned and lamented for him. But Jesus
turned to them and said,

J Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep
rather for yourselves and for your children. For the days
will surely come when people will say, ‘Happy are those
who are barren, the wombs that have never borne, the
breasts that have never suckled!” Then they will begin to
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’; to the hills, ‘Cover us!
For if men use the green wood like this, what will happen
when it is dry?

N Now with him they were also leading out two other
criminals to be executed.

When they reached the place called The Skull, they
crucified him there and the criminals also, one on the right,
the other on the left. Jesus said,

J Father, forgive them; they do not know what they
are doing.
N Then they cast lots to share out his clothing. The

people stayed there watching him. As for the leaders, they
jeered at him, saying,

C He saved others; let him save himself if he is
the Christ of God, the Chosen One.

N The soldiers mocked him too, and when they
approached to offer him vinegar they said,

C If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.
N Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is the

King of the Jews.’
One of the criminals hanging there abused him, saying,

O Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us as
well.

N But the other spoke up and rebuked him,

O Have you no fear of God at all? You got the same

sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we are
paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing
wrong. Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.

N He replied

J Indeed, | promise you, today you will be with me
in paradise.

N It was now about the sixth hour and, with the sun
eclipsed, a darkness came over the whole land until the
ninth hour. The veil of the Temple was torn right down the
middle; and when Jesus had cried out in a loud voice, he
said,

J Father, into your hands | commit my spirit.

N With these words he breathed his last.

All kneel and pause a moment.

N When the centurion saw what had taken place, he
gave praise to God and said,

@] This was a great and good man.

N And when all the people who had gathered for the

spectacle saw what had happened, they went home
beating their breasts.

All his friends stood at a distance; so also did the women
who had accompanied him from Galilee, and they saw all
this happen.

Then a member of the council arrived, an upright and
virtuous man named Joseph. He had not consented to
what the others had planned and carried out. He came
from Arimathaea, a Jewish town, and he lived in the hope
of seeing the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. He then took it down,
wrapped it in a shroud and put him in a tomb which was

hewn in stone in which no one had yet been laid. It was
Preparation Day and the sabbath was imminent.
Meanwhile the women who had come from Galilee with
Jesus were following behind. They took note of the tomb
and of the position of the body.

Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.
And on the sabbath day they rested, as the law required.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it,
your will be done.

NEXT WEEKEND’S READINGS:

EASTER VIGIL MASS:

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel: Luke 22:14 — 23:56

EASTER SUNDAY MASS:

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:34. 37-43
Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4

Gospel: John 20:1-9

Parish Prayer

Oh Holy Father in heaven, you have given us all that
we have. In humility, faith and love we implore you to
hear our humble prayer for the unity and vibrancy of
our parish family. Bind us in your love. Unite us
through your Son Jesus. Strengthen us through your
Holy Spirit. Holy Virgin Mother Intercede for us that
our parish may be a source of love, hope, peace, unity
and joy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Lenten Prayer

God of our journey we are all pilgrims of hope brought
together by your love and your wish that we may all be
one. We pray that in this Year of Jubilee when we are
called to greater justice and care for our common
home that we may Unite Against Poverty.

May we work in unity for the freedom of the oppressed
and the renewal of creation. May our compassionate
minds and generous hearts help bring about a world
where all can live in peace. May our Lenten pilgrimage
of fasting, almsgiving and prayer bring us closer to
your loving heart. We ask this in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Praying for Peace, Love and Respect - 12 Hour Vigil -
6.00 am - 6.00pm Thursday 17th April 2025.

As dawn breaks at 6.00am on Easter Thursday 17th April
2025, people will gather at St Mary’s Church Bairnsdale to
commence 12 hours of prayer and silent reflection to show
their compassion and support to the children, women and
men in our community and the wider world who are
suffering grief and sadness.

While at the Church participants will be invited to pray, light
a candle, tie a ribbon on the Church fence or simply sit
quietly in solidarity and quiet reflection.

The coloured ribbons acknowledge the suffering and grief
people experience from personal abuse and domestic
family violence. It is a symbolic gesture and publicly
acknowledges our support for victims, survivors and their
families who have experienced or continue to suffer from
abuse.

The vigil is also a time when we can pray for peace in our
world and a world where everyone lives with love.

St Mary’s Catholic community invites the wider community
to come to the Church anytime during the 12 hours to
spend some time, short or long, in quiet reflection and
prayer.



	Holy Week Helper Sheets are now at the back of the Church for your consideration and completion. There are many roles to be filled during Holy week and your assistance in being involved would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
	Each weekend  until Easter we will have a fund raiser with  homemade baked goods, after 9am Sunday Mass in Maffra for Caritas. This weekend there is for Cake in a mug $3 each. Thank you for your support last week $90 was raised. Palm Sunday is the las...

